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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace 
and peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re 
glad you’re here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the 

late Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where 
parents can tend to little ones while watching and listening to the 
service.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers 

are available at Sunday services for any who may find them 
helpful.  Don’t hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a 

baptized communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with 
joyful confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the 
sacrament here.  As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and 
of the cup, “This is my blood”; and of both he says, “given and 
shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is 

distributed at the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher 
directs.  For receiving the wine, two cups are available, one to 
drink from and a second to dip the host in. Follow your 
preference.  If you choose not to commune but would like even 
so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or assisting minister 
with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, quietly ask the 
pastor. 
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TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 
MARCH 3, 8:30 & 11 AM 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair,” Paul Manz 

Asking God’s Forgiveness  
Stand 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us and forms us, 
who redeems us and calls us, who unites us and sends us.  
Amen. 
Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Mighty and loving God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
seek our own way. We divide the body of Christ. In your mercy, 
cleanse us and heal us. Let the words of our mouths, the thoughts of 
our hearts, and everything that we do be filled with faith, hope, and 
love. Amen. 
Hear the voice of Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim 

release to the captives.” In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, I proclaim to 
you that your sins are forgiven and you are released. The joy of the Lord 
is your strength, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. 
Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn “Beautiful Savior,” #838 
(8:30) Stanzas 1 & 4 sung by congregation; 

stanzas 2 & 3 sung by choir 
(11:00) All stanzas sung by congregation 
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Greeting 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Gloria  
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GOD’S WORD 

Today’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our 
knowing, yet we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us 
into the likeness of your Son, who renewed our humanity so that we 
may share in his divinity, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Sit 

From the Old Testament Exodus 34:29-35 
29Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the 
mountain with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did 
not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking 
with God. 30When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his 
face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses 
called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation 
returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32Afterward all the 
Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that 
the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33When Moses had 
finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; 34but whenever 
Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would take the 
veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the 
Israelites what he had been commanded, 35the Israelites would see the 
face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would 
put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him. 
 The Word of the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 
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From the Book of Psalms 99 
 

Cantor/ Choir sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
Cantor/Choir sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 

1The LORD is king; let the | people tremble. 
  The LORD is enthroned upon the cherubim; let | the earth shake. 
2The LORD, | great in Zion, 
  is high a- | bove all peoples. 
3Let them confess God’s name, which is | great and awesome; 
  God is the | Holy One. 
4O mighty king, lover of justice, you have es- | tablished equity; 
  you have executed justice and righteous- | ness in Jacob. Refrain 
 
5Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and fall down be- | fore God’s 
footstool; 
  God is the | Holy One. 
6Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who 
call upon your |name, O LORD, 
  they called upon you, and you | answered them, 
7you spoke to them out of the pil- | lar of cloud; 
  they kept your testimonies and the decree | that you gave them. 
8O LORD our God, you answered | them indeed; 
  you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for 
their | evil deeds. 
9Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and worship upon God’s | holy hill; 
  for the LORD our God is the | Holy One. Refrain 



7 

 

From a New Testament letter 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
12Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great 

boldness, 13not like Moses, who put a veil over his face to keep the 
people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set 
aside. 14But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when 
they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, 
since only in Christ is it set aside. 15Indeed, to this very day whenever 
Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; 16but when one turns to the 
Lord, the veil is removed. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And all of us, with unveiled 
faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are 
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 
another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. 
 4:1Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this 
ministry, we do not lose heart. 2We have renounced the shameful things 
that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; 
but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the 
conscience of everyone in the sight of God. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

From one of the four Gospels Luke 9:28-36 

 

Gospel Acclamation “Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair,” 
 #316 stanzas 1 &2  

Oh, wondrous image, vision fair 
Of glory that the church may share, 
Which Christ upon the mountain shows, 
Where brighter than the sun he glows! 
 
With Moses and Elijah nigh 
The incarnate Lord holds converse high, 
And from the cloud, the Holy One 
Says, “This is my beloved Son.” 
 

The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 9th chapter of St. Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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28Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter 
and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29And while 
he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes 
became dazzling white. 30Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, 
talking to him. 31They appeared in glory and were speaking of his 
departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32Now Peter 
and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had 
stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with 
him. 33Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is 
good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34While he was 
saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were 
terrified as they entered the cloud. 35Then from the cloud came a voice 
that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” 36When the voice 
had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those 
days told no one any of the things they had seen.  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pastor Bridger 

Stand 

Hymn for Today “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!” #315 

Confessing our Faith  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
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will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering our Prayers 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 

 
Lord, in your mercy. . .  
. . . Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you.   
And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
Sit 
 

Gathering Our Gifts “Jesus on the Mountain Peak,”  
John Eggert (8:30) 

“How Good, Lord, to Be Here,” John Behnke 
(11:00) 

Stand 

The Gifts Are Presented “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,” #311, 
stanza 4 

 

Kings shall fall down before you, 
And gold and incense bring: 
All nations shall adore you, 
Your praise all people sing. 
To you shall prayer unceasing 
And daily vows ascend; 
Your kingdom still increasing, 
A kingdom without end. 
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Let us pray.  Merciful God, 
In the mystery of the Word made flesh you embrace our lives with 
your great love of humanity. With joy and gladness we ask that these 
gifts may be for many a sign of that love, and that we may continue to 
share in your divine life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 
 

Preparing our hearts 
 

 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:  
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Prayer of Consecration 
 

Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
Sit.   
 

To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
 

Communion Hymns 

 

 
“Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor” #475 

“Shine, Jesus, Shine” #671 
 
Stand 
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Post Communion Prayer 
 

Almighty God, by the power of the Holy Spirit you have knit your 
servants into the one body of your Son, Jesus Christ. Look with favor 
upon us in our commitment to serve in Christ’s name. Give us courage, 
patience and vision. Strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of 
witness to the world, and of service to others through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   
Amen. 
 

ON OUR WAY 

A Final Word and Promise 
 

 

A Hymn 
 

“Alleluia, Song of Gladness” #318 

 

A Mission 
  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “Alleluia, Song of Gladness,” Robert Hobby 

 
.Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019;  “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!”  

Text ©1989 Brian Dill. Used with permission with OneLicense #702571 
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SERVING TODAY 

Preaching Minister – Pr. Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pr. Burce 
 

Assisting Ministers – Ron Coulter (8:30); Janice Snyder (11:00) 
 

Lectors – Marty Uhle (8:30); Dana Quayle (11:00) 
 

Communion Assistants – Allison Benson, Kathy Neumann, Nancy Richter 
(8:30); Liz Kitzel, Ray Ling, Wendy Ling (11:00) 

 
Acolytes – Gabrielle Bayness, Kevin McLeeson (8:30);  

Bella Epperson, Jason Epperson (11:00) 
 

Cantor – Kathyrn Campogni (11:00) 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Instrumentalist – Ruth Lange, Flute 
 

Messiah Choir (8:30) – Directed by Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Raffee Johns, Trish Kvasnicka (8:30);  
Sid Gator, Sue Zubin (11:00) 

 
Greeters— Wil & Geri Schuett (8:30); 

 Pat & Kathy Gallagher (11:00) 
 

Ushers – Adam Castro, Ed Kus (8:30);  
Padraig Donohoe, Reilly Kinter, Katie Norman, Tyler Seagro (11:00) 

 
Altar Guild – Allison Paton, Diane Paton, Debbie Luekens 

 
Nursery – Lori Zaremba, Mitchell Zaremba (11:00) 

 
Trustee – Mike Green 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

 The Church in its call to listen to Christ 
 The need for integrity in our national conversation 
 The people of Venezuela, and wherever else food and other basic 

needs are in short supply 
 All who visit Messiah during Shrovefest this Tuesday 
 Messiah’s members and families as we prepare for Lent 
 The ill:  Bill Bounds 
 In mourning:  the family and friends of Doris Werblak 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 
In memory of Tod Kirst by his family 

 

THE PRESENCE CANDLE IS GIVEN 
In memory of Karen Gustke by her family 

 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

March 2—JOHN WESLEY (d. 1791), founder of the Methodist movement, 
and CHARLES WESLEY (d. 1788), John’s brother and one of the greatest of 
English hymnwriters. 
 
March 7—PERPETUA and FELICITY, d. 202, catechumens who were 
martyred in a great persecution of Christians that broke out in Carthage, 
North Africa. 

 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

First Sunday in Lent 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11, Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16, Romans 10:8b-13, Luke 4:1-13 

 We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for 
divine services. 

 
 
 



15 

 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405  
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E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 

Interim Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

